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DISCOVERY SAILING 2014 REVIEW
A full 2014
The 2014 training season finished up thus year in late September. Like 2013, it was a
busy year, with a shore based
RYA Celestial navigation
course, eight on-the-water
courses and two mile builders.
It was ta great year!

Shore based courses
The season started with the
another RYA Yachtmaster
Ocean theory course - Celestial Navigation and world-wide
meteorology. I call it “the Joy
of Sextant”

Practical courses
During the summer we conducted on-the-water training
for Competent Crew, Day
Skipper, Coastal Skipper as
well as Yachtmaster prep
weeks.

Mile - Builders
2014 was a great year for mile
builder cruises. They were full
and very satisfying for all. Visited Canso, Charlottetown,
Summerside and Shediac.
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RYA Yachtmaster Training
Once again, a substantial part of our sailing business is the preparation and examination of sailors for the RYA/MCA Yachtmaster
Coastal and Oﬀshore Certificates of Competence. In 2014 we
conducted two 5-day prep weeks, each followed by 2 days of exams. There were five successful candidates, three of them (on the
right) are shown above. On the left are Chris Connor (Examiner)
and Dave DeWolfe (Trainer).
It can be like sailing boot camp! It is a great chance for experienced sailors to fine-tune their skills by day and night and to
work on skills such as man-overboard and recovery in challenging
conditions. We do our very best to set folks up for success, and
so far, success has happened.
During the year Dave was quite busy in his role as an RYA/MCA
Yachtmaster Examiner, conducting over 20 exams in Nova Scotia,
Florida and Rhode Island.
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What’s new with Michaela

What’s New with You?
We would like to hear about
your adventures since you were
on Michaela with us! Have you
bought a boat? Have you made
a real interesting cruise? Please
email us - the address is at the
bottom of the page. You may
be in the next newsletter! And if
you have great pictures, please
send them along!

RYA Yachtmaster Instructor Conference
Dave attended the RYA Yachtmaster Conference in
Bournemouth, UK again in 2014.
As usual, it was a great experience - about 250 participants
from all over the world - lots of
new ideas very good networking with some very experienced
sailors and trainers. It will be
repeated in 2015.

Our workhorse training vessel Michaela had her 40th birthday
this past year. As always, she continues to be upgraded and enhanced. In 2014 we replaced the lifelines, replaced the old manual anchor windlass a new electric one and in the fall we painted
the decks with Kiwi Grip non-skid paint. She looks real pretty see the photo at the bottom. Coming up for 2015 are new selftailing sheet winches. No more 2 arm or 2 person winching.
More mundane but just as important, some of the older wiring
will be brought up to current standards (no pun intended).

Coming up in 2015 …
We have scheduled a number of Yachtmaster Prep/Exams weeks
and will do several Day Skipper and Comp Crew courses. We
already have a full Coastal Skipper course in June. In 2015 we will
do several 5-day mileage building/coaching trips. The first will
start at home base at the Oak Island resort and will finish in Baddeck in the beautiful Bras D’Or lakes in Cape Breton. Along the
way we will explore Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. The second trip
will be the reverse route. Each trip will be at least 250 nautical
miles in length and will include a wide variety of experiences
ranging from night sailing to exploring remote islands and coves.
Over the winter we will provide the RYA Celestial Navigation
and Yachtmaster Oﬀshore Theory courses. We would love to
have you back aboard! Check DiscoverySailing.com for details.

Sunset on Shediac Bay, NB
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