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Above. … Entering Sambro Channel in the fog - new plotter

What’s new with Michaela 
Our dear old  training vessel Michaela had her 42nd birthday in 
2016.  Not getting older - just getting better!  2016 was a year of 
many upgrades to keep her current and shipshape for training.  
We installed a new chart plotter at the cockpit chart table and 
replaced the 10 year old Radar with a shiny new digital one - 
much improved performance, and we installed an AIS Transpon-
der.  You can now see where we are by going to marinetraffic.com 
and entering our MMSI number of 316001829.  Michele  
Stevens Sail Loft built a new mainsail for us so we are in good 
shape sail-wise for at least 15 years. Finally, we added three beauti-
ful stainless steel opening ports in the head and the forward cabin 
- much better ventilation and comfort. 

Please LIKE us!  
Check out our website and while you’re there, click the Facebook 
link and LIKE us if you have not sone so already!  Thanks!
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Another full season 

The 2016  training season fin-
ished up this year September 
30, about 2 weeks earlier than 
usual. As in 2015,  we totally 
filled up before mid June!  10 
on the water courses - 2 
Yachtmaster Preps, 2 mile 
builders,  1 Coastal Skipper, 3 
DaySkipper/Competent Crew 
and 2 Start Yachting courses.  
Quite a busy summer! 

Shore based courses 

We will be offering the RYA 
Ocean Theory course (celestial 
Navigation) in the classroom 
this winter.  a,k,a. the Joy of 
Sextant. :)  Location TBD. Call 
or email for details.   

Online courses 

We still offer all of the RYA 
theory courses online, in con-
junction with navathome.com 
and with RYA Interactive. 
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RYA Yachtmaster Training 
As is now usual, a large part of our sailing business is the prepara-
tion and examination of sailors for the RYA/MCA Yachtmaster 
Coastal and Offshore Certificates of Competence.  In 2016 we 
conducted two  5-day prep weeks, each followed by 2 days of ex-
ams.  We will be running at least two Prep weeks/exams in 2017.  
These fill up fast so if you are interested, get in touch.  

Dave, in his role as an RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Examiner, con-
ducted four sets of exams in Nova Scotia and Rhode Island.

Mile Builders 
We did two mile builders in 2016 - to Baddeck, in the Bras D’Or 
Lakes, and return.  It’s a great 5 day cruise, a nice mini-passage of 
about 250 miles.  A very good way to help solidify your skills and 
gain some mileage for those of you who wish to work toward 
their Yachtmaster certification.  There will be two mile builders 
in 2017, either Bras D’Or Lakes or possibly Iles de ls Madeleine.

Halifax Boat Show 2017 
We will be at the Halifax Boat Show in the main area, booth 
number 706, right by the door to the pub.  Dates are February 
9-12 - early this year.  Come by, say ‘hi’,  and lets catch up! 

Thanks to the great photographers who sail on Michaela               
… especially Liz and Sarah! 

Have a great 2017!
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How about You? 

What’s new with your boating 
life?   We want to know! We 
would really like to hear about 
your adventures (or mis-adven-
tures)  since you were on 
Michaela.  Have you got a new 
boat?  Done a real interesting 
cruise?  Discovered a better 
way to do some things?  Please 
let us know!  

Congratulations to Julie Houle 
and Paul Justice who both  
purchased boats in 2016. 

RYA Yachtmaster In-
structor Conference 

Dave attended the RYA Yacht-
master Instructor Conference in 
Swindon, UK again in 2016.  As 
usual, it  was a great experi-
ence - Yachtmaster Instructors 
from all over the world -  good 
networking and lots of new 
ideas  to try out on his students.  
Dave was also renewed as a 
Yachtmaster Examiner until 
2020. 

Anchored in Maskells 
Harbour, Bras D’Or Lakes
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